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dicate myſelf from inſenſibility or ut 4 

memory of a Lady, which is ſo juſtly held dear toallwha 
knew her, in having anly tranſiendly* alluded t her 
er in that Jr "This i is the more ne 


Is but a few a 


. 5 


greateſt tenderneſs 
life, your Hoſpitality and friendſhip ] 


8 & 


it fuperfluous in me to enlarge on 
that head, when, finding him ſtill diſt "I un- 


* r ” 4s: 
Jy 


I dly hliged to take his place th 
LAD LY, Sir, would J take this 5 K 8 
of expreſſing my. high eſteem of the virtues, of the 
5 ha . ; e memory of he 
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Fon wur ts your Lies? ir 13 BYEN A VAPOUR THAT. 
amy FOR A LITTLE T4ME, AND THEN; VANLSHETH. 
AWAY, | 
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T our r life here is very. 
he beſt, of a very ſhor 


rruth yniverſally acknowledged, and in füt as 
e believed; ö et the co du : 0 7 m 


ud 


preſent time, which alone we can with certainty 
call our own, we fix our attention on remote 
points of view, and form ſchemes of diſtant hap- 
pineſs which engroſs all our regard; juſt as if 
out ſituation in this life were the reverſe.of what 
we know it to be, and we could with certaint 

ronounce that we ſhall live till theſe projects bs 

| in the completion of Which 

18 $2 bodily: centered. 


lief of this important truth. perk ch of the 
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and fooliſh! reflect on what you yourſelf ws | 
For what is your life? it is even a vapour, | 
te that appeareth for a little Ae, and then Vane 4 
F iſheth —_— x. | 


e OY and inconſiſtent conduct, the 
Apoſtle had been reproving in the preceeding 
verſe, Go to now, ye that ſay, to-day, or to- 


4 morrow we will go into ſuch a city, and con-: 


* tinge there a year, and buy, and ſel, arid get 
* gain.” He ſupports this reproof by obſer- 


5 ving in the next verſe, that the beſt laid human 


ſehemes may be difappointed by many external 


accidents, which we can neither forſee nor pre- 


vent. Whereas ye know not what ſhall be on 


* the morrow.” Or tho the accompliſhmetit of 


your ſchemes were liable to no other diſappoint- 
ment, may not death prevent it, and blaſt all 
your expectations of future happineſs in this 
world? for what is your li fe here to be depert. 
-ded on? is it not like a vapour? a fleeting, tram 


= ſitory ſubſtance, which at any rate endures nas 


long, and which the ſmalleſt breeze of wind 
ſtarting up may at any time diſſipate? This ex- 


preſſive compariſon, which the Apoſtle uſes in 


'the words of the text, conveys the idea of our 
frail, * e in ! world: in the 
moſt ; 
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moſt juſt nd riking wannet, . For what is a I 
| © your life? (ſays he) 7 it is even a vapour that ap. 
te Pets for a little Hm: and : e's vaniſh 155 | 


: . 


Ti K OY havieg reg in the Pe 5 


dus words, the wrong conduct of mankind in 


ſuch a ſituation; in the following points out the 


rig ht. Tho' it be very uncertain how long our 


| rife life may continue, the concluſion is not, 
that therefore we ſhould remain indolent and i in- 
active, and make no proviſion for futurity, but | 
only, that with prudence and induſtry, providing . 
what may be uſeful to ourſelves, if God ſhall | 
be pleaſed to preſerve us in life, or to thoſe who 


may ſurvive us, if he ſhould call us hence; © 


We ſhould not be wraped up in theſe begeht 5 


and inattentive to our higheſt concerns, even 


bur eternal welfare: that all our views as to this 
world ſhould be entertained in a manner conſiſt- 
ent with a juſt ſenſe of our frailty and mortality, 7 
and with the ſincereſt reſignatian and ſubmiſſion - 
to the will of God, if by our death, or any o- 
ther method, he ſhould ſee fit to diſappoint them. ; 

% For that ye ought to fay, if the Lord will, we 
| * ſhall live, and do this or chat. Not, my | 


brethren, that the bare repetitions of. fuch wo ri 
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45 theſe will 'S acceptible* wnto God, as ek . 


men are too oft impoſed upon with hollow com- 
pliments; but that ſuch a manner of ſpeaking 


ſhould be the ſincere and genuine expreſſion of 
our ſentiments, and proceed from minds which 
truly entertain ſuch rational and pious diſpoſitions „ 
as the words ſtrictly imply. Permit me, however, 
to obſerve by the by, that as our pious anceſtors 


generally uſed ſuch expreſſions, when they inti- 


mated any future deſign; it is no great evidence 
that the preſent age has improved upon them in 


decency of converſation, or even in good ſenſe, 


that, thro falſe ideas of politeneſs, and refine- | 
ment, they are now ſo commonly omitted. Sure: p 


4 ſuch modes of ſpeech, when uſed with ſince- 
" rity and reverence, muſt be highly decent and be- 


coming from the mouths of dependent creatures, 


ſenſible That their life is even a vapour that 
6 appeareth for a little Ae, and then vaniſh- 
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Ta ESE words nds point out our r frailty 
and mortality as the ſubject of our preſent x me- 


ditation. A ſubj ect, too full of matter to be ex 


hauſted | in a formal methodical manner within 
the bounds. of one diſcourſe. But I hope that 
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od EO; we ate all febgble bt hy 7 

vet; inſtead of meditating ſo oft u upon this e condi? = 
tion of hanianity as the mpòrtatice of it deſerves | 
weare "commonly at pains bye eber) att to xe 1 


mbve this objett from ou ur atrention, even. when 0 
it is preſenting {ſelf 0 Gtr view... 1 This is pos _—_ 
cauſe. why our” belief of this truth ſo rarely be 
comes ùᷣ principle that influences our condud, 
To this alſd it is partly on g that the thoughts ” 
| ob death, which ar an) muſt be. very awful 

E to the human ni und, Eome ie redoubled hors 
upon our ſpirits when approaching diff alu - 
tion, of other caufes render our thinking on this 
ſubject unavoidable; whereas a more frequent and 2M 
ſerious meditation on our flailty and morta lit 1 
would impreſs a ſenſe of 'our real fin ituaton fo Þ 
deeply on our minds, that inſtead of being a 
ineer article of belief floating dl in our r head i 


ma 


gue” 


= 7 


25 
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uld alfo affect our heart, eize. 1 upon the „ 
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imagination, and become a principle that would 


DES 4 wh 
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regulate our lives; | Thus alſo the thoughts of EO 
death being more familiar, "and, the objeft,hes —Þ 
ing viewed ſedately and: in, a juſt lig — 
ghaſtly King would loſe much of his t 


CLIT 3. 
oe * 5 4 wp 
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4 a ſobet, eqpſiderns a l not hal 4 6 
Joſs for objects to introduce ſuch meditation fo . 


what is there in nature that may not preach to ' | 
7 us 4 funeral ſermon ?- \Thus, for inſtance, alhthe 15 
changes and viciſlicudes of time and ſeaſons pre- 
ſent to us different Objects, as it, were, dying and 
reviving again, and point out circumſtances o 
our, view intimatly c connected with. our. frailty | 
an 11 mortality. Nature has given us but one 
is haryet 1 in the year, but death hatch two; pring 
and? autumn generally ſend multitudes to theit 
«& * long: home, and death bas bis gleanings at 
&« Sther ſeaſons 2 alfo. 5 The ant mn affords the 
4 fruits | which produce diſorders, as: well as wn 
4 for food ; the winter colds, turn them; into 
© ſhatp » ailesles, 3. ; the pleaſant ſpring brings flow⸗ 
* ers to ſtrow our herle, and even fummer, with 
* all its galety 02 the ben turf ai 
cover our r graves * wy 5 a Yigg 
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II. Tu E. K E et be of great dread left doch 7 


Frequent meditations on this 1 0 | fubje&t: ſhould. 
Sl our imagitations | with gloomy and mel: 


* * fall een Here epic be in this paragraph, fromthe 
| words of Dr. Jeremy Taylor, are owing to no affectation of cor- 
OY or difyuiling the expreſſions of that excellent writer, but 

2 wrote dowii and delivered Foal « as Fee could 1 
3 | | E 
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may check; but ——5 ee n n e 


calmneſs and fortitude. For thus we are brought 


5 to have no further dependance on this life and 


| the comforts of it, than Is conſiſtent with their = 
Ppreearious ſituation, Thus we are led to con- 


ſider death, not as the blaſting of our hopes, but 


Las the only means by which our longing deſires 
After glory and immortality can be gratified; not 
= 2s the end of our exiſtence; but as a change of ; 


ſtats and condition, and, if we live as becomes 


us here, as an introduction ta a nobler and more 


exalted life hereafter. This happy change can 


only be effectuated by death. Mortality is in- 


terwoyen irremediably into our conſtitutions, and 
it is become the unavoidable condition of huma- . 
nity, that This corruptible can only put on 


| * incorruption” by the violent ſeparation of tho 
cool from the body. This was in part the pu- 


niſhment of Adam's ſin, this legacy he bequeath- 


cd to all his poſterity, and no man holds his life 


in this world by any other tenure. Where- 
te fore (ſays the Apoſtle, Rom, v. 12.) as by one 


„ man ſin entered into the world, and death by 


* fin; and ſo death ewe upon all men for that 

* all havs ſinned. No wiſdom or {kill can pre- 

vent our at length yielding to that immutable 
B 2 ſentence 


— 


i : * 5 


tence: which was pronounced upon 


the frame, which piety and devotion animated, 


which yirtue, candour and prudenee directed i. 6 
the heart, which love and tenderneſs and comms 
paſſion inflamed; the hand, which diligence, cha? 


rity and e e, employed, become a prey 
da this unrelenting law of humanity *. But my, 


brerhren, this inſtance of mortality may alſo na- 

tyrally | lead us to contemplate death in the light | 

in which, as I was abſerving, it ought to be 
viewed; that is, not as the end of our exiſtence, 


hut as a change of flate. For, in the former 
ſenſe, virtue, truth and goodneſs cannot dle. 


Theſe are emanations of divinity, the image oft! 


Gad reflected from our ſouls. Thoꝭ the body 


moulders into duſt, yet, the ſoul, adorned wich 


theſe heavenly graces, muſt, like them, be im- 


en. Haw our ſoul may operate when ſe- 


from the bodily organs which in this 
Rate rendered its operations perceptible to others, 


7F This Mages to the mich mented Gal of the late  vorthy - 


we 


2 85 aa n 


Sen. ill. 19. Duſt thou art, and to duſt 1 8 

e ſnalt return.“ Rank and fortune have here no . 
preheminence; nay What is more, virtue itſelf s 

| Here no protection: for have we not ſeen? alas! 
but lately, to our ſad experience, we have ſcen 5 


ſpiritual world. it reaſon leads us to expect 


and be introduced into a proper ſpher for that 
end. Reyelation aſſures, us of the real accom- 


© love of God that is in Chriſt Jeſus! For 


« ſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe 


above repreſented, it may be aſked, why there 


the tremors which they feel at the thoughts of 
diſſolution? And, why are we ſo grieved and af- 


flicted when we have reaſon to conclude, that 
gerſons whom we love and eſteem, tho depart-· 


ed from this life, have by death found an en- 
trance into manſiong of eternal bliſs? In anſwer 
to this we may abſerye, that the imperfection 


which attends the beſt of human characters, and 
the diffidence with hich 050 humility ma 


we e know wen becauſe we: oye fo line fats 


that the ſoul wille continue in a ſtate of "aAivity 


pliſhment of this expectation, and That nei- | 
* ther death nor life can ſeparate'us"'from the 


« te know (ſays the Apoſtle 2. Cor. v. 1.) that 
6 it our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſ- 


* not made with bares anden in wy eaten | 
4% 


"1 Ir death . to ha neue in >the) light | 


are even good people, who. might reaſonably ex-/ 
pect a happy change, fond of life and at pains 
to ward off the approaches of death? whence! 
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lead them to 2 apply themſelves to o the -gracioug | 
promiſes of the goſpel, will naturally occaſion 
an event to be awfully regarded, the immediate 
conſequence of which ĩs the trial of our conduct 
at the tribunal of the great God and 'goyernor | 
of the-univerſe. But, beſides this, the love of | 
our preſent lite, i is unqueſtionably 4 law of our ö 
natures, and; it is ſo for very excellent purpoſes. | 
For, conſidering the afflictions and inquietudes 
with which our lot here, as a ſtate of trial, muſt | 
neceſſarily be checkered; if the chagrin thence | 
oft ariſing were not balanced by the natural love 
of life ; we ſhould be apt, on every ſuch vexation, 
to deſert our duty and our ſtation, and by our 
voluntary deed procure the means of hurrying 
ourſelves qut of this world. Here i it is our duty 
to remain till God ſee fit to call us hence, the 
love of life makes us patiently ſubmit to the dif- 
ficulties with which this duty is attended, and WM 
reaſon and religion teach us to moderate this 
love ſo as to be reſigned when God calls us to an- 
other world, ſaying, Not as I will, Father, but 
“ thy holy will be done.“ The ſame is pretty 
much the caſe as to the ſevere affſiction we feel 
at the death of thoſe we eſteem and love, which 9 
is an unavoidable conſequence, not to inſiſt on 
other conſiderations, of our nature's being for- 
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monſ r in nature. ifs our Fe \ ener 
this tender mould; which meits into grief -and 
ſorrow. on ſuch occaſions, whente wobld ariſe” 
that mutual aid and comfort fo niert ſſaty to hu 
manity in its preſent ſtate? who che cο | 
fort the affſicted? who! would ten and ſuecour 
the ſick and the diſtreſſed? who wwoold telibre 
the wants of the indigent, cloath tlie naked, and 
feed the hungry? Tho' therefore fome +46 
onal diſtreſſes proceed from theſe foulirigs, yeta 
much greater good is the refult of tat conſtitu 
tion of nature which-renders us (6 faſcep wle of 
them. Theſe however, mult be irioderated by 
the excerciſe of reaſon and 'refigionz hat they 
may not run to an excefs which muy be/projus | 
dicial both to out health and virtue, for other- 
wiſe they are not i ent with chfiſtia -— 
ſignation. If on theſe occaſions" the ender and 
afflicted ſoul truſt in God, and carneſtly ſeckthe 
aids of his grace, he will calm the rufffed mind, 
pour in the conſolations of his holy Ipirtt, and 
gently lead the diſconſolate moutner t cgöiefee 
in thy e wiſc diſpenſations of his provit 


tion o — 2 womens — CE d pre- 
vails in the conteſt. The —— 
ſible heart hath no ſacrifiee here to offer unto | 
God: but when the tender and afflitted mind 
yields itfelf to God, becomes ſoothed and reſig- 
ned to his all- wife diſpoſal, this is che triumph 
of grace! tliis is an offering to God, a ſacrifice 
which through Chriſt; our great high nas way | 
will graciouſly de at han hands. „ef del 
16550 Sto} e ee nc 5013 b 
85 I. Ov R filty and Wan ongtn-ioted 
to be a yer 3 conſideration to every im- 
penitent Linder, if they would allow themſelves 
in time to think ſeriouſly of it. O, that I eould 
rouſe any ſueh from their fatal ſecurity to view 
the dreadful ꝑrecipice on which hey ſtand, and 
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A LTHOUGH, by an unexpefted, : 
1 ditional afflitipg,occurrence I have been 
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omit this ſeaſonable oppor tunity, .of . recom: = 
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: Ma NY and 1 are che 3 and afflice 
tions incident to human nature, in this our fal- 
len ſlate, ſome indeed have greater trials than 


others, but all have ſome; and none can plead 
exemption from the greateſt. It is our intereſt 


therefore, as it certainly is our duty, to take the 


Apoſtle's advice. Brethren be followers of 
t thoſe who by faith and patience inherit the WW 


5 promiſes.” Virtuous examples, however re: 
mote, when properly attended to, have a com- 
manding influence on minds that have any of 
the ſeeds of virtue left in them: but thoſe that fall 


under our own obſervation, whoſe bright pattern 


pur own eyes have ſeen, and of whoſe goodneſs 


we have taſted, muſt operate yet more power- 
fully; theſe it is my duty to call you to attend 
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2 AMONG: theſe abs Gage piety, bel ing 
from tha moſt ardent love to God, and zeal for 

his honpur and ſervice, as it is the chief of chri- 
ſtian graces, ſo was ſhe remarkably : 'adorned 


with it. Perſons who have little piety, will ſome- 
times from good temper, policy, or other cauſes, 
appear ti have other (good qualities, tho ſullied 
with maliy vices: but a general good character, 
eminent for many virtues, is never found where 
the love of God is not deeply fixed in the heart. 
{God had bleſſed her with a good underſtand- 
ing. and given her grace to make a good uſe of -. 
At; ſo thatcher religion was truly what the Lor 
Jeſus taught, not narrow or caprieious, but ra- 
tional and devout, mes > and ſineete. Tet? 
01957 Stk vac 
A 8 ſhe, berf:{f.; 1 was ke: wi ih 8 
reverence of religious matters, and wiſhed them 
to have a due effect upon othets ſo ſhe was an 
utter ſtranger to the impious and falſe · complai- 
'fance of this — age, that. with caſe.can 
02 e hear a 


— — 
bags. C5. He Ine; * 82 


* 


urch, 


God grant thit 0 of this 54 FF 
it e we may be the! imitatots. „ 


Jus vr might I pre 
ib. character of a loving and dutiful Wife, of 5 
affectionate and tender hearted parent, f k 
ful, prudent, and kind miſtreſs of a fa ly; bot 
theſe are too iritereſting circumſtarices ; 'to6 fad 
and tender remembrances to be nom 


« . 7 2 


AS. wn ves 


P W — 5, - or” * ; 5 N - - 4 

MN , 2 K > s 7 

- % r L 4 : 4 * 
"PF p 4 4 r : 


| NS. © 


Some diſtinguiſhing qualities of wh 
poſſeſſed claim our attention 1 e 
contraries are but too m 
Theſe are ſincerity, candour 
and the love and practice of 3 Ju 
without diſguiſe or hypocriſy: 
needs no artifice, and is bone fiitalaon.! 1 
| deed, the Lady whoſe: example I now. retom- 
mend, had that integrity and uprightneſs 
which needs no diſengenuous veil or coverings 
veil however, oft ſhaded her virtues, the veil.of = 
modeſty and chriſtian humility ; yet 
broke through, and it was the br] 
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charitable, and ſympathizing temper? You that 
have been comforted by her in your affliction, , : 


and xelieved i in your indigency and neceſſity; 
Fou that when groaning on a ſick- bed, and af- 
flicted with bodily diſtreſſes have been recovered, 
under God, by the advice ſhe gave, and procur- 
ed with ſuch humanity and condeſcention, 4and 
the medicines ſhe prepared and purchaſed. with 
ſuch liberality and care, you muſt have, I am 
ure you ought to have, the juſt idea and grate- 
ful ſenſe of her compaſſion, charity, and ſympa- 
thy, more lively engraven on your hearts from 
what you have experienced, than any words of 
mine can imprint them. O that we may all learn 
from her example to adorn our holy religion, 
and to tranſplant, according to our meaſure and 

degree, the life of the bleſſed Jeſus into our 
:fouls ;'theſe things are now her joy and crown 
a, of rejoicing, for the voice from heaven hath 
proclaimed; ® Bleſſed are the dead who die in 

* the Lord; from henceforth ; yea faith the Spi- 
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